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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING

RESPONDING TO PLAGIARISM IN A POLICE LEADERSHIP COURSE

Johan Johnson is a lieutenant in the local police 
department. He has his hopes set on becoming a deputy 
chief. Along with 10 other officers, he is selected to 
participate in a leadership institute administered through 
a local university. He is honored to be in the program.

As part of the program, the officers are given 
assignments similar to those given in college courses. 
As a college graduate, he finds these assignments to be 
both challenging and rewarding. His current assignment 
requires him to identify two top police leaders and 
compare and contrast their backgrounds with their 
leadership styles. He works for days on end after his 
shift to complete the assignment.

When he is getting ready to turn in his assignment, 
one of Johan’s fellow officers asks him to turn in her 
assignment for her because she has a meeting with the 

chief scheduled. Johan places her folder in his briefcase 
and leaves for the training site.

After arriving at the training site, Johan reaches in to 
grab his fellow officer’s assignment when two papers 
fall out of the folder she has given him. In looking at 
the papers, Johan realizes that his fellow student has 
plagiarized her assignment.

YOU DECIDE

1.	 Should Johan turn in his colleague for plagiarism?  
If so, should he tell the chief or just the instructor of 
the class?

2.	 What might be the consequences if Johan turns her in?

3.	 What might be the consequences if Johan does not 
turn her in?

the burglaries targeted homes; the rest targeted stores, businesses, and 
other nonresident structures. Among burglaries in which victims knew 
when the burglary occurred, about two-thirds of residential burglaries 
occurred during the day, presumably when victims were not home.61 
Among all offenses, burglary has one of the lowest arrest rates, and the 
vast majority of these crimes are never solved. This means that if your 
home or apartment is broken into, chances are you won’t get your stolen 
property back.

Deborah Weisel has identified three types of burglars: The novice bur-
glar is younger and experienced, and easily deterred by security measures; 
the middle-range burglar is a little more experienced and tends to work 
alone; and the professional burglar is highly skilled, may drive farther to 
the crime scene, is not deterred by security measures, and has connections 
with fellow criminals to whom the stolen goods can be sold.62 Compared 
to other types of offenses, burglary may be more likely to occur in certain 
locations than in others. Location is believed to be related to burglary in the 
following ways:63

´´ Offenders select residences close to them.

´´ Homes located close to major thoroughfares are more at risk for 
burglary.

´´ Displaying signs of wealth increases risk of burglary.


